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Daily NewsDaily News

Rose Ayling-Ellis has teamed up with Mattel 
to release a Barbie doll with a behind-the-
ear hearing aid.

It is part of a range of dolls which have 
been designed to be more diverse and 
inclusive.

Rose Ayling-Ellis is a D/deaf actress. She 
rose to fame by becoming the first-ever D/
deaf contestant and winner of Strictly 
Come Dancing.

Rose said: “It’s so important for children to 
be able to see themselves represented in the 
toys they play with.”

Rose has used a hearing aid since she 
was a child. She added: “When I was little, 
I would draw hearing aids onto my Barbie 
dolls to make them look like me”.

Mattel worked with experts to make sure 
the hearing aids were accurately portrayed.

This is the latest step in Mattel making 
more diverse Barbie dolls.

A Ken doll with vitiligo, a doll with a 
prosthetic leg and one that uses a wheelchair 

have also been released. 
Barbie dolls come with a range of skin 

tones and eye colours as well different 
hair colours and textures. On top of that, 
Barbies come with different body types and 
disabilities.

Lisa McKnight works for Mattel. She said 
children playing with a range of dolls can 
help them “understand and celebrate the 
importance of inclusion.”

Barbie Releases Doll with Hearing Aid
What types of hearing aid 
can you get?

• There are a range of different 
types of hearing aids. 

• These include hearing aids 
that sit behind the ear, ones 
that sit just outside the 
opening of the ear and some 
smaller ones which fit inside 
the ear. Some people also 
use implants to help with 
their hearing.
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Special Report    UK News  

Illustration: A behind-the-ear hearing aid and Rose Ayling-Ellis.

Glossary

represented  Being portrayed and seen.

vitiligo  A condition where pale white 
patches develop on the skin.

prosthetic  Artificial; fake.

Reflect
Who should play with these dolls? Why?
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Questions

1. Find and copy two of the new dolls that Mattel has released.

1.  

2.   

 

2. Match up the words to their definitions. One has been done for you. 
 

diverse   A.  Properly and without mistakes.

inclusive    B.  Showing different kinds.

accurately  A. C.  Everybody being included.

textures  D.  How surfaces of things look and feel.

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do you think it feels for Rose Ayling-Ellis to see the Barbie doll with a hearing aid? 
Explain your answer.   
  
  
  
  
 

4. Which of the following alternative headlines best defines the article? (tick one) 

   Rose Ayling-Ellis Wins Strictly 
   Barbie Makes Diverse Dolls
   Barbie Dolls Are Great
   Hearing Aids Come in All Shapes and Sizes

Barbie Releases Doll with Hearing Aid
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